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SUBJECT: SOCIAL SCIENCE CURRICULUM MANDATES 
State law requires public education institutions to integrate targeted instruction/courses and special recognition 
days into the regular Social Science curriculum.  This memorandum outlines social studies requirements that all 
Chicago Public Schools are expected to address in their curricula and, where applicable, specifies the required 
instructional time.  Below is a summary of all Social Science mandates published on the ISBE website, 
http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/mandates.htm. 
 
The Chicago Public Schools is committed to supporting our elementary and high schools in fulfilling all 
curriculum requirements; to that end, the final section of this memorandum provides some useful links for 
accessing sample curricula for many of these topics. 
 
African American History  
Both elementary and high schools must include a minimum of a unit of instruction in African American History.  
The unit should include the contributions of individual African Americans to the development of the United 
States and the African American struggle to achieve equality under the law.  There is no minimum required 
instructional time. 
 
Civics and Patriotism  
Both elementary and high schools are required to provide instruction in the principles of representative 
government including the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States, the Illinois 
Constitution and the proper display of the American flag. 
Required Instructional Time: The Pledge of Allegiance shall be recited every school day in elementary and 
secondary schools. High schools must devote a minimum of one hour a week to the study of these subjects.  No 
student shall graduate from eighth grade without passing a comprehensive Constitution examination that 
demonstrates the student’s proficiency of the topic.  The exam is created and administered at the local school 
level. 
  
Consumer Education 
High school students shall be taught courses which include instruction in consumer education, including 
installment purchasing, budgeting, prices comparison and the roles of consumers interacting with agriculture, 
business, labor unions and government in formulating and achieving the goals of the mixed free enterprise 
system. 
Required Instructional Time: Nine weeks, 50 minutes a day or equivalent, except for students who pass a 
proficiency exam- Section 27-12.i of the Student Code and Section1.462 of State Graduation Requirements. 
 
United States History, Immigrant and Labor Movement Contributions to US History Requirement 
Both elementary and high schools shall teach the history of the United States. History instruction will include the 
role and contributions of African Americans and other ethnic groups including Polish, Lithuanian, German, 
Hungarian, Irish, Bohemian, Russian, Albanian, Italian, Czech, Slovak, French, Scots, Hispanics, Asian  
 
 
 



 
 
Americans, and other groups to the United States and Illinois. This will also include information about the 
contribution of labor unions in achieving the goals of a mixed free enterprise system.   
Requirement: No student shall graduate from eighth grade without passing a comprehensive Constitution 
examination that demonstrates the student’s proficiency of the topic.  The exam is created and administered at 
the local school level. 
  
Holocaust and Genocide Study  
Every elementary and high school shall teach a unit of instruction about the events of the Nazi atrocities of 1933 
to 1945 and include lessons studying other the acts of genocide to include Armenia, Ukraine, Cambodia, 
Bosnia, Rwanda and the Sudan.  
 
Irish Famine Study  
Schools may include a unit of instruction studying the causes and effects of mass starvation in mid-19th century 
Ireland during the period known as the "Irish Famine", in which millions of Irish died or emigrated. 
 
Study of the History of Women  
Both elementary high schools shall include a unit of instruction studying the events of the history and 
contributions of women to America including the contributions of individual women and women’s struggles to 
gain the right to vote and to be treated equally. 

 
 

Related Instructional Requirements for High School 
Abduction  
All public high schools must include instruction, study and discussion of the effective methods by which pupils 
may recognize the danger of and avoid abduction. 
 
Anabolic Steroids 
School shall provide instruction in the prevention of abuse of anabolic steroids in science, health, drug abuse, 
physical education or other appropriate courses of instruction in grades 7 through 12 and to students who 
participate in interscholastic athletic programs. 
 
Conservation Education 
All public schools must provide instruction, study and discussion of current problems and needs in the 
conservation of natural resources. 
 

Special Recognition Days 
 

Arbor and Bird Day - The last Friday in April is designated as "Arbor and Bird Day," to be observed as a day for 
planting trees on public grounds, and as a day on which to hold appropriate exercises in the public schools and 
elsewhere tending to show the value and need to protect trees and birds. 
 
Leif Erickson Day - October 9, or the nearest school date, is designated as Leif Erikson Day. On this day a half 
hour may be spent on teaching about the life and history of Leif Erickson and the principles and ideals he 
fostered. 
 
American Indian Day - The fourth Friday of September is designated "American Indian Day," to be observed 
throughout the State as a day on which to hold appropriate exercises in commemoration of the American 
Indians. 
 
Illinois Law Week - The first full school week in May is designated "Illinois Law Week.” During that week, public 
schools may devote appropriate time, instruction, study, and exercises in the procedures of the legislature and 
the enactment of laws, the courts and the administration of justice, the police and the enforcement of law, citizen 
responsibilities, and other principles and ideals to promote the importance of government under law in the State. 
 
Attached is a list of recommended online resources that you may use to develop or support your school’s 
curriculum.  For additional resources, visit our Office of Libraries and Information Services’ website at 
http://www.oism.cps.k12.il.us/dept_libraries.shtml. Please contact Xavier Botana (773-553-5060) for elementary 
related questions and Norma Rodriguez (773-553-5401) for high school related questions. 
 
Enclosure: (1) 
 



 
Social Science Mandates 

Online Resources 
 
 

 
African American History  
 
 http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/african_history.pdf 
 
 http://blackquest.com/link.htm 
 
 http://www.dusablemuseum.org/ 
 

http://www.maah-detroit.org/index.html 
 

http://www.nypl.org/research/sc/sc.html 
 
http://www.facinghistory.org/campus/reslib.nsf/ 

 
Civics and Patriotism  

 
http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/civics_government.pdf 
 
http://www.constitutionday.com/Html/education.html 
 
http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitutionday/display/MainS/Home 
 
http://www.ed.gov/free/constitution/index.html 
 
http://www.youthleadershipinitiative.com/ 
 
http://www.nasbe.org/projects/civic_learning.htm 
 
http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/Instructional/Resources/ConstitutionDay/index.htm 
 
http://www.civiced.org/ 
 
http://www.crf-usa.org/constitution_day/constitution_day_home.htm 
 
http://www.usconstitution.net/constkidsK.html 
 
http://www.justicelearning.org/ConstitutionDay/index.asp 
 
http://www.archives.gov/ 

 
Consumer Education 
  

http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/economics.pdf 
 
http://www.dca.ca.gov/kids/kids_education.htm 
 

 
History Requirement 
 

American History Website by Time Periods 
http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/history_time_periods.pdf 
 

  



 
History 

 http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/history.pdf 
 
 http://www.historynet.com/ 
  
 http://www.history.com/ 
 
 http://ashp.cuny.edu/wba.html 
 

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/history/hista.html 
 
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/ 

 
Holocaust and Genocide Study  
 
 http://www.facinghistory.org/campus/reslib.nsf/ 
 

Holocaust Study 
http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/holocaust_study.pdf 
 
http://www.hmfi.org/ 

 
Genocide Study 
http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/genocide.pdf 
 
http://www.genocideeducation.org/forteachers.htm 

 
Irish Famine Study  
 

http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/irish_famine.pdf 
 
http://www.american.edu/bgriff/dighistprojects/Hogan/irish.htm 

 
Study of the History of Women  
 

http://isbe.net/ils/social_science/pdf/history_women.pdf 
 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/women/index.htm 
 
http://www.history.com/minisites/womenhist/ 
 
http://www.imow.org/education/library.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


