
Page 1 of 2 

ISAT UPDATES 
March 14, 2006 

Order of administration 
The test must be scheduled in sequential order. 
For example: Reading Session 1, Math Session 1, Math Session 2, Reading Session 2, 
Reading Session 3, and Math Session 3.  During make-up testing, students MAY test out-
of-sequence if they completed a later section and need to make up an earlier one (i.e., 
missed session 1 but took sessions 2 and 3 with class). 
 
Test Sessions 
Do not split a test session across days.  Any test session begun on a given day must be 
completed by the end of that day.  Under no circumstances may a student come back to 
complete a test session they started on a previous day. 
 
Test Forms 
Session 1 is the same across forms.  For sessions 2 and 3 items may be very similar 
across forms.  In every case different forms will have at least one different item in one of 
the sessions. 
 
Insufficient Space for Extended Response 
If a student runs out of space for an extended response and used additional paper, please 
do the following: 

1) Make a photocopy of what the student has written on the answer document. 
2) Erase the area where the response was written. 
3) Transfer the information from the photocopy back into the document including what 

was written on the additional paper to fit in the area for that response.  (This may be 
done by an adult but must be copied verbatim). 

4) The photocopied response and the additional paper must sent back with the used 
materials. 

5) If a student wrote their response in ink and cannot erase follow steps 1, 3, and 4 
above in a new answer document, then transfer all other completed test answers. 

 
ISAT Rulers for Grades 3-8 
We have plenty of rulers.  Please contact Assessment and Accountability at 553-2430 if 
you need them. 
 
Request for additional test materials 
Instead of going through Harcourt if you need additional ISAT materials contact 
Assessment and Accountability at 553-2430.  We have a direct line to Harcourt and are 
expediting orders. 
 
ISAT Mathematics Reference Sheets for Grades 7 and 8 
If your school has not received reference sheets or a sufficient supply of reference sheets, 
you may copy these as needed from what was sent to you, or print them from the web at 
www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs.isat_ref_ref_sheet.pdf. 
 
Homebound or Medical Exempt 
Please email Linda Abdul (lmabdul@cps.k12.il.us) with student information. 
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Reader Scripts 
If you do not have your reader’s scripts by the time you test, this is ISBE’s guidance: 

1. Try to do the reading sessions first –those sessions cannot be read to a student 
anyway. 

2. Use Form 1 booklet and read from the booklet –then if the scripts come, you can just 
continue with that booklet and the script. 

3. If you do not have enough Form 1, use another form. 
4. Remember we are trying to standardize the language used with reader scripts. 
5. See below for math items: 

 
Reader Scripts for Mathematics 
If your school has not received reader scripts for math, please be advised that there may 
be items that could be compromised by not using a reader script.  For example, look at the 
following mathematics assessment objectives for grade 3 and 4: 
 
6.3.02  Identify and write (in words and standard form) whole numbers up to 100,000. 
6.4.02  Identify and write (in words and standard form) whole number up to 1,000,000. 
 
These objectives could be measured by an item that requires a student to identify in words 
a number written in standard form.  If a teacher reads the standard form of the number in a 
question in words instead of digit by digit, this could give away the answer. 
 
Irregular forms of ISAT 
Some of you may have heard that there are some irregular forms of ISAT that may have 
been shipped to schools. 
What we know: 

 There are some defective tests that have been shipped.  The defect is repetition of a 
session. 

 Originally, ISBE thought it was limited to 6th grade reading Form 6 Tests and maybe 
another form.  Subsequently, they found that there are other defective forms, (i.e., 
8th grade forms).  Overall, the problem is rather isolated.  Most schools will not have 
any of the defective forms. 

Our guidance: 
 Most of CPS test materials were shipped after the problem was identified, so we 

should not have too many instances. 
 The chance of finding more than one defective test in a classroom is slim.  It is not 

worthwhile to have school staff routinely go through the forms to find a defective 
one. 

 If a student receives one, he/she will identify it as soon as he/she is asked to 
complete the same set of questions that they completed before.  At that time, the 
test administrator should replace the student’s form and allow the student extra time 
to complete the section and go back and write in his answers from the first section 
on the new form. 

 
Testing Irregularities 
Please report all testing irregularities to Assessment and Accountability at 553-2430. 


